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” REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF | In the Pacific ocean the frigate Constitution 





: Yaptain Turner; the sloop of war St. Louis, 
_THE NAVY: Commander French Forrest ; the sloop of war 





Navy Department, December 4, 1841. 
To the President of the United States : 


Sir: | have the honor to submit the follow- 


ing report :— 

The Navy of the United States is composed 
of— 

Eleven ships of the line; of which one is 
rated for 120 guns, and ten for 74 guns. 


| Yorktown, Commander Aulick ; the sloop of 
war Dale, Commander Gauntt; and the schoon- 
jer Shark, Lieutenant Bigelow ; the whole un- 
ider the command of Commodere Alexander 
Claxton. Commodore Claxton died at Talca- 
|huana in March last, to the great loss of the 
‘service and the just regret of the country.— 
|Upon that event the chief command of the 


Fifteen frigates of the first class ; of which squadron devolved on Captain Daniel Turner, 
one is rated for 54 guns, and fourteen for 44 who returned to the United States with the 
guns. Constitution on the 31st of October last, the 

Two frigates of the second class, of 36 guns time of her cruise having expired. Commo- 
each. 'dore Thomas Ap C. Jones, having been ap- 

Eighteen sloops of war, of which eleven are pointed to the command of that station, will 
rated for 20 guns, two for 18 guns, and five sail in the frigate United States in the course 
for 16 guns. \of the next fortnight. The sloop of war Cyane, 

Two brigs and four schooners, rated for 10 Commander Stribling, sailed for the same sta- 
guns each. tion early in November.’ Upon the arrival of 

Four steamers ; besides Commodore Jones, the squadron in the Pacific 

Three store-ships, three vessels used as re-| will consist of the frigate United States, the 
ceiving vessels, and five small schooners. |sloops ef war St. Louis, Yorktown, Cyane, 

At the tate of the last annual report frem and Dale, and the schooner Shark. | 
this Department the ships in commission were} Orders were given to Commodore Claxton 
employed as follows : |to employ one of his vessels in cruising in the 

in the Meditertanean, the Ohio of 74 guns, Gulf of California and along the northwest 
Captain Lavallette ; the Brandy wine of 44 guns, coast of America ; and, if circumstances should 
Captain Bolton; and the Gyane, of 20 guns, permit, to despatch another to visit the Sand- 
Commander Percival, who was relieved on at- wich and Friendly islands, in order to afford 
count of ill health. and succeeded by Com- protection and assistance to our citizens en- 
mander Latimer; the whole squadron under gaged in the whale fisheries. In obedience to 
the commend of Commodore Hull. The Cy- this order, the sloop of war St. Louis, Com- 
ane was relieved by the sloop of war Preble, mender French Forrest, was ordered to cruise 
Commander Voorhees, and returned ‘to the in the Gulf, and along the western coast of Ca- 
Uniteti States in May last, her cruise having lifornia. This dutv was performed in a man- 











been performed. The Ohio returned on the 
17th of July last, and the Brandywine on the 
9th of May last. The return of the Brandy- 
wine was Owing to particular causes, not con+ 
nected with the original purposes of her cruise; 
and, as her presence in the Mediterranean was 
important, she was ordered back under the 
command of Captain Geisinger. In July last, 
the sloop of war Fairfield, Commander Tatt- 
nall, sailed for the Me‘iterranean, taking out 
Commodore Charles W. Morgan, who now 
commands the squadyon on that station. The 
squadron consists at present of the Brandy- 
wine, Fairfield, and Preble. The honor of the 
flag, in its intercourse with those of other na- 
tions, appears to have been properly sustained 
by this squadron ; a due support and counte- 
nance has have been afforded to our mercantile 
interest, and the amicable relations of our 
country with foreign nations have been re- 
spected and preserved 


ner highly creditable to Commander Forrest. 
The atrocities con.mitted on American and 
English residents at Monterey and its neigh- 
borhood, by the Mexican authorities are well 
known. Under the unfounded pretence of a 
conspiracy among the foreigners to wrest the 
country from Mexico, and to set up a sepa at: 
and independent government of their own, they 
were attacked by armed soldiers in the night, 
wounded, beaten, imprisoned, sent in chains to 
a distant place, and their property destroyed, 
without even the forms of trial. In the midst 
of these outrages, Commander Forrest arrived 
upon the coast, and, by his prompt and spirited 
interposition, vindicated and secured the rights 
not only of American citizens, but of British 
subjects resident in Upper California. For 
these services Commander Forrest received, 
and appears to have well deserved, a formal 
expression of the thanks both of American and 
Engtish residents. 
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In consequence of the civil disturbances in 


ever, is the unsettled condition of that whole 





Upper Peru, it was deemed proper to despatch | country that they cannot be safe, either in their 
the Shark, under command of Lizut. A. Bige-| persons or property, except under tie protec- 
low, to cruise upon that coast. ‘l’ne movement | tion of our naval power. This protection can- 
was judicious and well timed ; and the del.cate_ not be afforded in proper deg: ee and with suit- 
trust reposed in Lieut. Bigelow was discHarged | able promptness by so small a squadron as we 
in a manner highly satisfactory to this Depart-| have usually kept in tha! sea. Toc uise along 
ment. The property of American citizens, ex-| so extensive a coast, calling at all necessary 


posed to the rapacity and lawless violence of 
contending factions in the midst of civil war, 
was effectually protected, while all who wit- 
enssed the operagions of the Shark were inspired 
with increased respect for the American flag. 
It is highly gratifying to observe, that Lieut, 
Bigelow, as well as Commander Forrest, ex-| 
tended the protection of our flag to the citizens | 
and subjects of other countries as well as to) 
those of our own. 

In further execution of the orders of the De- 
partment, the sloop of war Yorktown, Com. 











points, and at the same time to visit those parts 
of the Pacific in which the pres:nce of our 
ships is necessary f.r the protection and as- 
sistance of our whale fisheries, re juires twice 
the number of vesse!s now employed in that 
service. It is highly desirable, too, that the 
Gulf of California should be fully explored ; 
and this duty alone will give employme:t for 
a long time to one or two ves:els of the small- 
estclass. For these reasons [ have caused es- 
timates to be prepare! for a la-ge iacrease of 
the Pacific squa tren. 


Aulick, was despatched in May last to the| | also respectfully submit to your consider- 
Sandwich and Friendly islands, with a view to/ ation the propriety of establishing, at some 
render such assistance as might be necessary | suilable point on our territory bordering that 
to our whale fishers and other citizens trading | ocean,a post to which our vessels may resort. 
in that part of the Pacific. No intelligence has | Many positions well adapted to this object may 
been received from her since she left Valpa-| be found between the mouth of Columbia river 
1aiso. , and Guayaquil, wc’, it is presumed, may be 
The conduct of this squadron, as well under | procured, if they be not to be found on.oar own 
the command of Commodore Claxton as wader territory. Our pul.lie vessels cruising in that 
that of Captain Turner, has been highly satis-' ocean are generally atsent from the United 
factory to the Department. No disorcer nor States not less than four years; withia. which 
failure in duty has yet been reported to me. time they necessarily require a variety of saph 
calling for my censure or disapprobation. On_ plies, which cannot now be obtained withou 
the contrary, the strictest regard appeirs to very great difliculty and expense. Anv con- 
have bee paid to the honor of the flag, and to | siderable repair is almost impossible, with all 
the duties which it owed to the country and the means which can be furnished by all the 
i:s citizens. Captain Turner very properly nations of the coast. Such a post would also 
availed himself of an opportunity to show re-| be of incalculable: value as a place of refuge 
spect toa friendly power, by receiving on! and retreshment to ourcommercial marine. [ 
board the Constitution at Callao, and convey-| need not enlarge on the many and great bene- 
ing to Rio, the B-azilian charge d’aflaires. For fits which might be expected from the estab- 
this act of courtesy he received the thanks of lishment of some general rendezvous for all 
the Imperial government. | our vessels trading and cruising in this distant 
I would respectfully solicit your attention, | sea. 
in a particular manner, to the situation of! Inaddition to this, a naval depot at the Sand- 
American interests in the Pacific ocean. Ac-| wich islands would be of very great advantage. 
cording to an estimate made by an intelligent) It is a central point of the trade carried on in 
gentleman lately returned from the Pacific, | the Pacific,and possesses many peculiar recom- 
tere are at this time not less than forty mil-| mendations of climate and local conveniences 
lions of dollars engaged in the whale fisheries and accommodations. 





alone, of which a greater part is American. 
1 have great confidence in the accuracy of this 
estimate; but.even if it be too large, there will 
remain, after all reasonable deductions, an in- 
terest of vast maznitude and importance. Ame- 
rican merchants have formed establishments 
on diffrent parts of the coast, from Cuili to 
Columbia river, some of them very extensive 


and important, and all of them worthy the at- | 


tertion of Government. Ia Upper California. 
there are alrealy considerable set lem2nts of 
Americans; and others are daily resorting to 
that fertile and delightful region. Such, how~ 


On the coast of Brazil, the frigate Potomac, 
of 44 guns, Captain Storer ; the sloops of war 
Concord, Commander Boerum ; Marion, Com- 
_mander Belt; Decatur, Commander Ogden ; 
‘and schooner Enterprise, Lieutenant Golds- 

borough; all under the command of Commo- 
| dore Charles G. Ridgely. 
| Commodore Ridgely having desired to be 
relieved, in consequence of ill-health, and hav- 
| ing been informed that his successor would 
soon leave the United States, returned home 
in the Constitution, leaving the squadron un- 
ider the command of Captain Storer. This 
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was in no wise injurious to the service; and| The melancholy tragedy, which has already 
the reasons assigned by Commodore Ridgeiy|been announced in the public journals, was 
fo. his return before the arrival of his succes-| enacted at this group. Lieut. Joseph A. Un- 
sr are altogether satisfactory to the Depari-| derwood and Midshipman Wilkes Henry, while 
ment. On the lst of November the Delaware| engaged in surveying, were treacherously as- 
of 74 guns, Captain C. 8. McCauley, having; sailed by the natives, and, after a brave but in- 
on board Commodore Charles Morris, lefi; effectual resistance, were murdered, before it 
Hampton Roads for this station. On her arri- was possible to relieve them. Their bodies 
val, the squadron will consist of the Delaware,| were rescued and properly interred and Lieu- 
Potomac, Concord, Marion, Decatur and En-} tenant Wilkes inflicted on the offending sav- 
terprise, all under the command of Commo-'ages a seve’e chastisement, which will prob- 
dore Morris. ably deter them from similar outrages in fu- 
Nothing of particular interest has occurred|ture. He was also fortunate enough-to ¢ap- 
in the operations of this squadron. The friend-! ture a noted chief, who instigated the massacre 
ly relations of our country with the Govern-|of a greater part of the crew of the brig 
ments of the coast have been strictly main-|Charles Dagget, of Salem, in 1834. This 
tained, and the rights of our citizens have been|chief he proposes to bring to the United 
duly respected by the local authorities. S:ates, to be dealt with as the Government shall 
In the West Indies, the Macedonian, of 36 direct. 
guns, Commodore Jesse Wilkinson; the; At the last dates, 24th November, 1810, the 
sloops of war Levant, Commander Fitzhugh,|squadion was at the Sandwich islands, under- 
and Warren, Commander Jamesson. ‘This! going repairs. Jt was the intention of Lieut. 
squadron was ordered to return to the United Wilkes to visit the Northwest coast of Ameri- 
States, to avoid ihe hurricane season in the; ca, and to return to the United Siates early in 
West Indies, and is still here. The sloop of| the summer of 1842. 
war Vandalia, Commander Ramsay, will take; A squadron of small schooners, under the 
the place of the Levant, aud the whole squad- command of Lieutenant John T. McLaughlin, 
ron will be ordered back to its station as soon has for some time been co-operating with the 
as the vessels can be supplied with crews. =| army in Florida. Tais force has been increas- 
In the East Indies, the frigate Constellation, |ek, since the last annual report from this De- 
of 36 guns, Commodore Lawrence Kear-/ partment, by the addition of three revenue cut- 
ny, and sloop of war Boston, Commander ters, placed under the direction of the Depart- 
L ong, all under the command of Commodore ment for that purpose by the Szcretary-of the 
Kearny. The latest despatches from this, Treasury, and a new schooner built under the 
squadron are dated at. sea, off the Cape of direction of the War Department. The whole 

Good Hope, 3}st July, 1841. At that time, force now. consists of seven schooners. 

‘the officers and crews of both vessels were in| Important assistance has been rendered by 
good health, and they were making the best of, this little squadron in the military operations 
their way to the place of their destination. _| in Florida. It has furnished the means of pen 

The exploring squadron, under the com-/etrating the interior of the country and attack- 
mand of Lieut. Charles Wilkes, consists of the ing the enemy in his fastnesses. Lieutenant 
sloop of war Vincennes, commanded by that; McLaughlin has manifested great bravery, en- 
© ‘icer ; the Peacock, Lieut. Hudson ; the brig ergy, and zeal, and much eredit is due to him, 
Porpoise, Lieut. Ringgold; and the schooner;and to the force under his command, for the 
Flying Fish, as a tender to the squadron. (handsome manner in which they have ac- 


Jutelligence down to the 6th of April, 1840, quitted themselves. 
has been communicated in previous reports; In obedience to the. act of July, 1840, the 


from this Department. At that time the squad-, brig Consort, under the command of Lieuten- 
ron was in New Zealand. In further prosecu-' ant Powell, has been diligently engaged in the 
tion of his cruise, Lieut. Wilkes visited the survey of the coast, from the bay of Apalachi- 
Feejce islands, and succeeded in establishing cola to the mouth of the Mississippi. This 
useful regulations of trate and intercourse wiih , survey was completed in June last, and Lieut. 
some of the principal chiefs. His surveys of Powell has since been engaged in the survey 
this group were prosecuied with great care and , of the South shoals of Nantucket. 
i dustry, and have served to ascertain the po-; The brig Dolphin, Commander Bell, and 
sitions of a large number of dangerous reefs, schooner Grampus, Lieutenant Paine, returned, 
and to indicate many secure and convenient! the former in May, and the latter in August 
harbors. This will be of great value to our|last, from their second cruise on the coast of 
citizens trading with that group, and particu-| Africa. ‘These vessels have been actively and 
larly to the whalers. In many of the harbors, | efficiently engaged in the suppression of the 
in which hitherto it was considered too dan-|slave trade, and in the protection of our citi- 
ous to enter, whales abound, although very | zens engaged in commeree on that coast. I 
few are to be found in the neighboring sea. . J regret to say that their officers and crews have 
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suffered severely from the diseases of the cli-| phin was nevertheless considered by our con~ 


mate; and it is owing in a great degree to|sular agent highly advantageous to Am :rican 


the constant vigilance and prudent precat-' interests, in the then disturbed state of the 
ticn; of the commanders, that their sufferings! country. 


were not still greater. Notwithstanding the| ‘he steamships Missouri and Mississippi, 
extreme sickliness of the climate, it is impossi-| built under the act of Sd March, 1859, the for- 
ble to dispense with a squadron on that coast.| mer at New York and the latter at Philadel- 
Jn addition to the interesting duty of suppres-| phia, are nearly ready for service, and will 
sing the slave trade, which could not be other-| form a part of the home squadron. 
wise effected, the lawful commerce of our eciti-| Orders have been given for the construction 
zens with all parts of the coast is rapidly in-|of three steamers of medium size, under the 
creasing, and already employs a very large!act of 3d March, 1841, one-at New York, one 
capital. ‘his trade is an object of so much|at Philadelphia, and one at Norfolk. In addi- 
importance, and is contended for in so strong} tion to these, Captain R. F’. Stockton is super- 
a spirit of rivalry by traders of different coun-| intending the construetion, at Philadelphia, of 
tries, that the presence of national vessels is| a steamer of 600 tons, to be propelled by Erics- 
absolutely necessary to protect them in their’ son’s propeller, and Lieutenant W. W. Hunter 
just rights, and to prevent those outiages, un-|is engaged in like manner at Norfolk with one 
friendly to the harmony of nations, to which) of 300 tons, to be propelled by submerged 
men are often driven by the thirst of gain. It! water-wheels, invented by. himself. Very val- 
is also worthy of consideration, that the pre-| yable results are anticipated from these experi- 
sence of our public vessels is of great impor-| ments. 
tance to our colonists, by giving them conse-| Orders have been given to build a first-class 
quence in the eyes of the neighboring native sloop and three small vessels of war, and to 
tribes. ‘These views give great interest to this! finish the frigates Cumberland, Savannah, Ra- 
squadron, and render it desirable that it should! ritan, and St. Lawrence. 
be placed upon the most effective footing—} The balance in the Treasury to the credit 
Many additional precautions, however, are ne-|of the navy hospital fund is $217,907 53.— 
cessary, in order to protect the crews from the This fund is Fedvally increasing, from the as- 
fatal diseases of the climate, and thus to en-| sessment of 20 cents per month upon the pay 
able the squadron properly to discharge itsjof officers, seamen, and marines, so that a 
duties. I have taken measures to obtain the continuing surples may be expected. I recom- 
requisite information upon this point, and hope: mend that authority be given to invest these 
to be able to avail myself of it when « new 
squadron shall be appointed to that service. | bearing fund. So much of its annual inerease 
The operations of these vessels have been'as may not be needed for the particular pur- 
highly valuable in protecting the rights of our: poses of the fund, may be advantageously ap- 
we: citizens engaged in trade, and in preventing the plied in other forms to the comfort of our sea- 
Me 4 traffic in slaves. ‘They have performed all;men. The average annual increase of this 
i that could have been reasonably expected of! fund, from the Ist January, 1836, has been 
i so small a force. An additional number of} $27,223 67; which, if it had been invested in 
nie vessels, some of which should be of larger|6 per cent. stock, would have added to the 
Rm: size, will undoubtedly be necessary for the amount $67,482 04 on the Ist of January 

















security of our increasing trade in that quarter, | next. 

a and for the effectual suppression of the slave| Of the appropriation for the “ suppression 

i, trade. This trade, J regret to say, is still car- of the slave trade,” there remains unexpended 
\ ried on to a considerable extent, notwithstand-' the sum of $4,365 14, which has been carried 

ing the vigilance of our cruisers, aided by the!to the surplus fund. 1 recommend that it be 


surplusses, as they accrue, in some interest- . 


active co-operation of those of England. 
Representations having been made to the 
Department of an act of unlawful violence 
committed against American citizens on the 
coast of New Grenada, the brig Dolphin, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant McKean, was 
despatched to that quarter in September last, 
with such instructions as were deemed neces- 
sary to redress the wrong, and to guard against 
the commission of similar outrages in future. 
Intelligence has been received as late as 15th 
October, at which time she had reached her 
place of destination. The particular outrage 
complained of was not committed upon an 
American vessel ; but the presence of the Dol- 








re-appropriated, and the further sum of $3,000 
be added, in order to meet outstanding liabili- 
ties of this fund. 

Under the head of “ contingencies not enu- 
merated ” there remains, of the appropriations 
of the last three years, the sum of $9,246 76; 
of which $3,246 76 will be carried to the sur- 
plus fund on the Ist of January next, if not 
previously applied to the proper purposes of 
the fund. 

For the condition of the “navy pension 
fund,” I respectfully refer you to the annexed 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions. 

The operation of the apprentice system con- 
tinues to be highly encouraging. Complaints 
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are occasionally made that the pledges of the| he naval service, and the national defence,” 
Government are not redeemec ; but no suffi-| 1othing has yet been actually paid. Some ex- 
cient evidence has yet reached the department deriments, however, have already been autho- 
of the existence of any serious abuse. Great | ized, and others are now under te consider- 
interest is felt in the success of this experi- tion of the Department, from which very 
ment, and every effort is used to secure to the | Deneficial results are confidently anticipated. 
apprentices all the benefits and advantages | It is not proper, however, to make them public 
promised by the terms of enlistment. ‘The vi-|at this time. So many scientific and practical 
gilance of the department will be constantly | men throughout the country are now turning 





exerted to guard against all abuses, and to intro- 
duce into the system every practicable improve- 
ment. The number of apprentices now enlist- 
ed is about 1,000. ‘This is not so favorable a 
result as might have been expected. An ex- 
tension of the system is contemplated, so as to 
give to boys in the interior of the country an 
opportunity to join the service, without sub- 
jecting them to the expense of a- journey to 
the rendezvous on the seaboard. 

Great difficulty is experienced in the enlist- 
ment of seamen. ‘lo what cause this should 
be attributed | am unable to say; and conse- 
quently | am not prepared to suggest any re- 
medy. It is, however, probably true, that the 
mere seaman is of too little consideration. in 
the general estimate of the service. Laws and 
sepiinasjois securing to him the enjoyment of 
his just rights, liberal wages punctually paid, 
and a strict application, if not an extension of 
the benevolent policy which provides for him 
and his family when he is disabled or killed 
ia the service, would probably secure for our 
ships of war the preference in most cases over 
those of the merchant service. 

Experiments in gunnery and _ projectiles, 
which have been conducted for several suc- 
cessive seasons, under the direction of Capt. 
M. C. Perry, in the vicinity of New York, 
have been continued on board the United 
States steamer Fulton, Captain John T. New- 
ton, but under the general control of Captain 
Perry. In testing a gun in the usual mode, it 
unfortunately burst, killing several men and 
wounding others. J have caused the subject 
to he investigated by a courtof inquiry, whose 
finding shows that, however distressing and 
deplorable the accident may have been, no 
just censure can be attached to the officers who 
conducted the experiment. 

Measures have been adopted, and dre now 
in process of execution, for supplying the navy 
with the requisite guns. Less progress has 
been made than was desirable, because of the 
great pains which have been taken to obtain 
the best guns which could be procured in the 
country. Ina short time they will be furnish- 
ed of the various descriptions used in the ser- 
vice, including the Paixhan guns. 

Under the appropriation of the last session, 
for the purpose of “making experiments to 
test the value of improvements in ordnance, in 
the construction of steamers and other vessels 
of war, and in other matters connected with 


iheir attention to this subject that we may rea- 
-oaably expect great advantages from a judi- 
cious use of this appropriation. 

I have, under your directions, taken meas- 
ures for the construction of a steamer on Lake 
Erie, in compliance with the act of 9th Sep- 
tember, 1841. 

I regret to say that the measures which have 
been adopted for the preservation of live oak 
and red cedar timber, under existing laws, have 
not been attended with the desired results. 
Whether this is owing to the inefliciency of 
the laws themselves, or to want of due vigi- 
lance and fidelity in the agents employed, Iam 
unable to say ; but [ have the most conclusive 
| evidence that the timber is daily taken in large 
| quantities from the public lands, without au- 
thority and contrary tolaw. This is a serious 
imischief, and one which calls for prompt rem- 
edy. It is confidently believed that the agen- 
cies now authorized by law will not answer 
the purpose. The lawless bands who are en- 
gaged in these depredations pay no respect to 
the unsupported authority of the agents; and 
as itis almost impossible to bring them to 
|justice through the ordinary forms of trial, 
ithey are left to plunder unrestrained. The 
| presence of a military force charged with that 
especial duty, is believed to be absolutely ne- 
cessary to preserve this most valuable timber. 
A very small force would answer the pur- 
pose. A single steamboat, with her ordinary 
crew and a few marines, under the command 
of an active and judicious navy officer, would 
be able to pass rapidly from point to point, 
and extend full protection to every timber dis- 
trict which is accessible by water. 

The co-operation of revenue cutters might 
be afforded, if required. This would be at once 
the most effectual and the cheapest expedient. 
Agents might still be employed to watch the 
interior districts, and to give notice of all tres- 
passes committed on them. Power should be 
given to arrest offenders, and to bring them be- 
fore the proper tribunals for trial. The pen- 
alties and forfeitures prescribed by the acts of 
1817 and 1831 are supposed to be sufficiently 
severe ; the only difficulty now is to detect of- 
fenders and bring them to justice. Additional 
legislation, also, is probably necessary to de- 
tine accurately the limits of the reserved dis- 
iricts, and to prevent all interference with pri- 
vate rights. The whole subject is respectful- 








ly submitted as one which claims the early and 
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serious attention of Congress. By the act of Congress, approved 23d April, 

Every effort has been made, in compliance | 1890, certain genezal rules and regulations 
with the law, to obtain waier-rotted Americar | vere enacted, embracing the most prominent 
hemp for the use of tse navy, but hitherto! and imporiant subjects relating to the service. 
without success. One contract has been made.) These are still in force; but although they 
but the contractor has beer unable to compls | are of a character to apply to the navy, in 








with its terms. We are, therefore, for the pre-. 
sent, thrown upon our former resources tor a! 
supply of this article; but I shall continue to} 
use all possible exertions to carry out the ee 
policy of Congress upon this point. 

That reform is necessary, in every part of | 


our naval estaMishment, is on all hands admit-| 


whatever condition it may be placed, aud were 
deemed altogether sufficient for it in its then 
infant state, they are too few in number, and 


enter too little into details, to answer their 


purpose at the present day. Acting upon this 
idea, the Board of Navy Coimissioners, 
soon after its establishment in 1815, compiled 


ted ; and it is a subject of geneval regret that | Rules, Regulations, and Instructions for the 


it has been so long delayed. The delay has: 
been in the highest degree injurious to the 
service, and is daily rendering reform more 
and more difficult, as it becomes more and 
more indispensable. Impressed with — this_ 
truth and anxious that no time shall be lost 
in commencing this important work, I res- 
pectfully bring it to your notice at the ear- 
liest day. I do not propose, however, to pre- 
sent at this time more than the mere outlines 
of the many important subjects to which | 
d:sire to iivite yourattention. It is presumed 
that Congress, if it should act upon the sub- 
ject at all, will refer it to committees of their 
own body, before whom I hope to be pre- 
pared to lay all the informa:ion that may be 
re juired. 

The first step ought to be the preparation of 
a full code of laws and rules for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the naval service. 
Without this, every other measure of reform 
will be unavailing. It is of the essence 
of free government that the rights, the duties, 
and the responsibilities of all men, in all con- 
ditions, should be ascertained and accurately 
defined ; and itis of the essence of tyranny that 
men should be punished for imputed offences, 


' 
' 


Naval Service of the United States,” * with 
the consent of the Secretary of the Navy, in 
obedience to an act of Congress passed 7th 
February, 1815, entitled ‘an act to alter and 
amend the several acts for establishing a Navy 
Department, by adding thereto a Board of 
Commissioners. ” This compilation, com- 
monly called the Blue Book, is still practical- 
ly in force, and, together with the act of 1800, 
constitutes the only system of rules and re- 
gulations for the government of the navy. 

~ By the act establishing the Board of Navy 
Commissioners, it is provided * that the sail 
Board of Commissioners, by and with the 
consent of the Secretary of Navy, be, and are 
hereby authorized to prepare such rules and 


‘regulations as shall be necessary for securing 


a uniformity in the several classes of vessels 
and their equipments, and for repairing and 
refitting them, and for securing responsibility 
in the subordinate officers and agents ; which 
regulations, when approved by the President 
of the United States, shall be respected ai d 
obeyed until altered and revoked by the same 
authority; and the said rules and regulations, 
thus prepared and approved, shall be laid be- 
fore Congress at their next session.” Whe- 


or at the arbitrary discretion of their judges. ther or not the Blue Book (which derives its 

This truth applies with peculiar force to those authority from this law alone,) was ever ap- 
. +4. . r | be . . 

who are engaged in military service. The proved by the President of the United S:ates, 


strict discipline which that service requires) or laid before Congress, | have no means cf 


renders necessary a great variety of rules|ascertaining. The probability is that it was 
which would be useless in the ordinary cone | not approved, as the book itself contains no 
ditions of society, which involve no moral or) evidence upon the subject. But, even if both 
social crime, but which, nevertheless, it is these formalities were observed, it is altogether 
often necessary to enforce by the most rigo-| clear to my mind that the Commissoners acted 
rous sanctions. It isin the highest degree without authority in prescribing many of the 
unjust in itself, and violative of the spirit of} rules and regulations contained in that book. 
our institutions, that these new and peculiar} The obvious intention of the act of Con- 
responsibilities should be in axy respect uncer-! gress is to make the Navy Commissioners the 
tain. And yet itis in many cases extremely | ministerial agents of the Secretary of the 
difficult to determine, acc rding to existing; Navy, for certain purposes. He has no au- 








rules, what is and what is not an offence in 
our naval service ; and ina great variety o! 
cases it is altogether uncertain and dependen’ 
upon the arbitrary will of courts martial in 
what mode and to what extent offences, rea’ 
or imputed, shall be punished. A short re- 
view.of our legislation upon this subject will 
serve to present it in its proper light. 


‘thority to employ any other agents for those 
vurposes. Among other things, it is their 
duty, under the second section of the act, “ by 
md with the consent of the Secretary of the 
Navy, to prepare such rules and regulations as 
shall be necessary,” in the execution of the 





specific duties therein assigned to them, anJ 
for “ securing responsibility in the subordina 
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officers and agents,’ employed in those | 1834, the President submitted to Congress 


duties. There is nothing in the terms of the 
act, and nothing in its plain purpose and 
intention, to authorise the Commissioners to 
p-epare a gen’ral code of rules aid reg ila- 
tions for the government of the navy. ‘They 
were strictly confined to the purposes men- 
tioned in the act, to wit, “ securing a waiform- 
ity in the several classes of vessels and 
their equipments, and repairing and refitting 
them.” ~ For these purposes and for no other, 
they had authority to prepare, by and with the 
consent of the Secretary of the Navy, such 
rules and regulations as they might deem pro- 
per; and, as a necessary incident of this au- 
thority, to prepare additional rules for secur- 
ing responsibility in their subordinate. agents. 

That this is the true meaning of fie act of 
C ongvess, is so apparent, that { deem it wholly 
unnecessary to enter into a more critical ex- 
amination in order to prove it. 

But the Blue Book is not confined to these 
objects. [t contains a great variety of rules 
and regulations applying to every department 
of naval duty, and to every officer and man 
connected with the naval service. It is de- 
signed as a general code of rules and regula- 
tions for the government of the navy, and, as 
such, it is universally received,aud daily acted 
on. 

Under this code, thus questionable in its 
authority, and. altogether insufficient in itself, 
the navy has been governed for twenty-three 
years! There is, in truth, no law upon the 
subject—no obligatory rule whatever, except 
what is found in the act of 1890; and that is 
altogether imperfect and inadequate. 

This subject was brought before Congress 
in 1832. A law was passed: in that year au- 
thorizing the President to constitute a board 
of naval officers, to be composed of the navy 
commissioners, and two post captains, whose 
duty it should be,“ with the aid and assist- 
ance of the Attorney General, carefully to re- 
vise the rules and regulations governing the 
naval service, with the view to adapt them to 
the present and future exigencies of the ser- 
vice; which rules and regulations, when ap- 
proved by him and sanctioned by Congress, 
should have the force of law, and stand in lieu 
of all others theretofore enacted.” 

The Board thus constituted convened in 
November of the same year. In November, 
1833, they submitted the result of their labors 
to the Secretary of the Navy, and on the 23d 
of the folowing month the rules and regula- 
tions thus prepared were approved by the 
President of the United States, and submitted 
to Congress. On the 7th February, 1834, the 
chairman of the Naval Committee of the 
House of Representatives moved that 1,000 
additional copies be printed, which was direc- 
ted on the following day. On the Ist of May, 


“certain proposals for amending the present 
laws in relation to the naval service.” Whether 
or not these were the same proposals which 
he had previously submitted, (viz: on the 23d 
December, 1833,) 1 am not informed, nor is it 
of any importance in itself. The probabil- 
ity is, that some amendment of the rules ori- 
ginally prepared was presented in May, 1834. 
Oa the Sth of the same month, the chairman 
of the Naval C »mmittee of the House of Rep- 


resentatives reported a resolution for the prin- _ 


ting of 1,000 additional copies of the amended 
rules and regulations for the government of 
the navy. _No further action was had upon 
the subject, and Congress adjourned on the 
30th of the following month. 

From this statement it appears that this im- 
portant subject has been before C oagress ever 
since the yeat 1832, and that nothing effectual 
has yet been done to accomplish the object of 
the act of that year. Soon afier the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Paulding as Secretary of the Navy, 
he took the subject up, and urged it with all 
proper zeal. Such, however, was the pressure 
of other duties upon the Board, that it was im- 
possible for them to attend to the revision of 
the naval codg, as Mr. Paulding desired, until 
December, 1840. Oa the 19th of February, 
1811, they submitted their report to the S2c- 
retary of the Navy, who approved thereof, but 
did not lay it before Congress, as the act of 
1832 directed. Neither was this done at the 
called session of May last. I have now the 
honor te lay this report before you, and to ask 


that it be submitted to Congress. 


I cannot recommend the approval of these 
rules and regulations. I believe them to be 
objectionable in many important respects; and 
as the further action of Congress in regard to 
them is necessary, | recommend that they be 
again submitted to revision. F would respect- 
fully suggest the.t the preparation of rules and 
regulations for the government of adi classes 
and grades in the navy ought not to be en- 
trusted to any one of them exclusively. A 
mixed commission, embracing the civil as 
well as the military departments of service, 
would, it is believed, be best qualified to adapt 
to every part of the serviee the proper laws 
and rules for the government and regulation 
of it. Sueh a commission might, with the aid 
of the rules now submitted, easily report to 
Congress in time for its action during the pre- 
sent session. 

The evils resulting from. the want of a pro- 
per naval code are of the most serious charac- 
ter, and will, if not remedied, ultimately ruin 
the naval service of our country. What ean 
be expected of a community of men, living to- 
gether under circumstances tending to con- 
stant excitement and collisions, with no fixed 





law to govern them, and where even rank and 
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calls loudly for correction. It invites to the 
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station are imperfectly defined? The neces- 
sary consequence of such a state of things 
must be disputes, contests, disorders and con- 
fusion. Sometimes unauthorized power will 
be assumed, and at other times lawful author- 
ity will be disobeyed. It is impossible that a 
wholesome discipliae can prevail in this un- 
certain condition ef official rank and author- 
ity. The same uncertainty prevails in re- 
gard to punishmeats. The unbounded lati- 
tude of discretion allowed to courts martial in 
this respect is of most evil consequence, and 


indulgence of prejudice and favoritism—sub- 
jecting light offences to undue punishment, 
and suffering great offenders to escape with 
trivial penalties. And, even if no such im- 
proper bias could be supposed to exist, 
It is not t@ be expected that all courts will 
look upon ail offences with the same eye.— 
Men of ienient and indulgent feelings will pun-; 
ish lightly the same offences which those of 





amount of duties fully equal to the powers of 
any one man. Jn addition to this, the present 
want of proper arrangement is extremely un- 
favorable to that direct individual responsibil- 
ity which it is so necessary to impose on 
every public officer. The same cause occa- 
sions delays in the operations of the Depart- 
ment, by rendering necessary a variety of tedi- 
ous official forms, and consequently prevent- 
ing that promptness of action which is indis- 
pensable to its due efficiency. And it is not 
the least among the evils of this state of things 
that the precise condition of the several 
branches of the service cannot be ascertained 
without much time and labor; thus adding to 
the cost of the Department, while it diminishes 
its usefulness. 

These inconveniences and embarrassments, 
and many others which are daily felt, in the 
administration of the Department, would in 
some degree be removed by a mere re-arrange- 
ment and proper distribution of the labor now 


a different character will punish with the most! €mployed in it; but additional labor is abso- 
rigorous severity. Hence, an inequality of lutely necessary, in order to enable it to dis- 
punishment will prevail, odious in itself, cal-, Charge its functions in the manner required by 
culated to excite discontent, to bring courts the interest of the service. It would not be 
martial into disrepute, and to destroy the just proper to enter into all the details of the sub- 
influence of their sentences,as a means of pre- Ject in this report. It is already before Con- 
serving the honor and discipline of the ser- | STess, and will doubtless receive the early at- 
vice. To prevent these evils, to remedy the tention of thathody. A resolution was adopt- 
disorders which now prevail; and to place the ed by the House of Representatives on the 19th 
navy in a healthy and efficient condition, it is February, 1839, directing the Secretary of the 
absolutely necessary to provide for it a code Navy to“report to this House, at the commence- 
of laws and rules which shall accurately de-, ment of the next Congress, a plan for the re-or- 
fine rank and authority, plainly prescribe du- ganization of this branch of the public service, 
ties and responsibilities, and ascertain crimes, yey as the basis of his plan the division 
and their punishments. And I would respect- of the duties now performed by the Board of 
fully urge upon the proper departments of the Navy Commissioners, and their assignment 
Government the indispensable necessity of to separate bureaux.” In obedience to this 


entering upon this important work without 
loss of time. 


The subject next in importance is the re-or-' 
ganization of the Navy Department. I have 
had but a short experience in this Depart- 
ment; but a short experience is enough to| 
display its defects, even to the most superficial | 
observation. {t is, in truth, not organized at| 
all. ‘The labor to be performed must, under| 
any circumstances, be great and onerous ; be 
it is rendered doubly so by the want of a pro-| 
per arrangement and distribution of duties.—| 
At present, a multitude of duties are imposed | 
upon the head of the Department, which any 
one of its clerks could discharge as well as 
himself, but which, from their pressing nature. 
he is not permitted to postpone. Hence, his 
whole time is occupied in trifling details, ren- 
dering it impossible for him to bestow the re- 
quisite attention upon more important subjects. 
involving the great interests of the service — 
These details are indeed so numerous and 


| 
| 


' 





aultifarious as to constitute in themselves an 


‘resolution, Mr. Paulding, the then Secretary, 


| submitted, on the 30th December, 1839, a long 
‘and elaborate report, “based on the principle 


presented in the resolution.” To this report 
I respectfully refer. In most of its views, and 
in all of its more important conclusions, I fully 
concur. { do not, however, adopt his plan 
precisely as he has proposed’ it. Some change 
in the principles, and some additional provi- 
sions, will probably be necessary, which the 
experience of the Department will enable it to 
suggest, in arranging the details of thelaw. I 
earnestly invoke immediate attention to the 


subject; firmly believing that the proposed re- 


form is indispensable to the due administra- 
tion of the Department, and that it cannot be 
longer delayed without serious injury to the 
service. 

(To be continued.) 
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of every variety and description, neatly and ex- 

peditiously executed, at the office of the Army and 
Navy Chronicle, opposite to the Navy Department. 
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WASHINGTON CITY, 


SATURDAY........JANUARY 22, 184: 


_— 











We e:mbirk to day on another new enterprise. 
and, as on foriner occasions, with less of encotrage 
ment in advance than is requisite to inspire us witl. 
bright anticipations of the future. Relying, how- 
ever, with unabated confidence, upon that liberatity 
and ‘kindness which have been meted out to us in 
times past, and which have often sustained us in our 
hours of despondency, we dismiss all fears, resolved 
to merit if we do not obtain stiecess. 

Tie importance attached by officers of both services 
toan organ or medium for disseminating intelligence 
and interchanging thoughts, has been manifested in 
too many ways to permit a moment’s donbt upon the 
subject ; and the only point at which this intelligence 
could be obtained is the seat of Government. 

There are other considerations, not less important 
in a general view, than the wishes of the individual 


members of the services; and among these are the | 
state of our foreign relation:, the prevalent desire of 


the people to have our country placed in a proper 


posture of defence, the completion of our permanent | 


fortifications, the increase of our army to garrison 
those fortifications as well as to guard our Indian 
frontiers, and a large addition to our vessels of war 
afloat. 


The operations of our land and naval forces tan- | 


not therefore be without interest to every citizen of 
the Republic; and as all the orders preliminary to 


these operations will appear first in the A.my and | : : : x 
and will be occupied with their respective parties in 


Navy Chronicle. we hope our paper will obtain a cor- 


j 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY.—Major Graham, of 
‘ie corps of Topographical Engineers, one of the 
‘ommissioners for the survey of the territory in dis- 
ute b-tween the United States and Great Britain, ar- 
‘ived in this city on Saturday evening 8th inst., direct 
rom the field of h.s operations. Major Graham was 
‘harged with the survey of the meridian line, from the 
nonument at the source of the St. Croix, to the high 
jlants described in the treaty of 1783, a distance of 
nére than 140 miles; and also with the surveys on 
the Aroostook river and the country adjacent to it, 
irom its mouth toi’s source. This portion of the 
survey was rendered sufficiently complete, and about 
| 35 miles of the meridian line were marked out by the 
use of the transit instrument, extending four miles 
north of the river St. John’s. There remain, conse- 
‘quently. 60 miles of this meridian line yet to be traced, 
which we understand can easily be done in another 
season. 





We are informed that every courtesy was extended 
to our co:nmissioner by the authorities of New Bruns- 
wick, and by the more intelligent class of persons re- 
‘siding near the line of his operations; and a desire 
| was evinced that every necessary facility should be 
afforded him near the line of his operations. And if, 
in some instantes, individuals were to be found dis- 
posed to pursue an opposite course, this was to be at- 


' 
' 


| tributed to a want of that intelligence essential to en- 


able them to understand the nature of the operations, 
and tay be considered as an exception to, rather than 
an indication of, the general feeling that prevailed 
along the frontier. 

The comunissicners are now all in from the field, 


responding value in the eyes of all. There is pro-| completing the maps of the extensive country ex- 


bably not a family in the whole Union which has not 
a relative or connexion, near or remote, in one or the 


other service, so that every family if not every mem- | 


plored during the last season, and in preparing a re- 
port upon their operations. 





CourT MARTIAL.—We understand that a Court 


ber in the community has an interest in its success. | Martial has ben ordeted to be held in this city, to 
The Chisnicle has lived through a sickly infancy asseinble on Monday the 27th inst., for the trial of 


partly the result of eX'raneows causes which have in| 


soine meastire ceased to operate, and partly from the 


charges against Capt. Trenor, of the Ist Reg’t of 
Drazoons. The following officers of the court are in 








ithe city, viz: Col. Cummines, President; Lt. Col. 
want of experience which time alone could furnish. Jos. P Tayztor, Maj. Zantzincer. Maj. McCree, 
It is now approaching another crilical stage of ex- Capt. Cranks, and Maj. WHARTON, and some others 
‘istence, and asks for its support the approving smiles | are daily expected.— St. Louis Republican, Dec. 6. 

as well as the more substantial nourishment which | To explain why no mention of this Court martial 
has been made in our columns, we have merely to 


all have it in their power to give—if they would only | r 
P <A 4 "remark that the War Department, for reasons deemed 


think so; for there is no truer remark than that of | ‘ : es nigel J 
Hamlet sufficient, declines furnishing for publication copies 
« Vhere’s nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so. | of orders tor ea i. Courts Martial, sed th for 

promulgating their sentences unless so directed by 
the court itself. 


The Navy Department, on the other hand, has re- 


From very many, we have received so many flat- 
ering and-anequivocal marks of appiobation, that 


2 ; lasts, their fav ill be cher- zs ; , 
_ 7” ss ies a hee pee —e | resolved to publish the times and places for holding 
qshed with a feeling of the warmest gratitude. a : 

: . .__| Naval Courts Martial, the names of the persons to 
To one and all we tender, not in cold formality | : : 
ee ‘ ; | be tried, and the sentences in each case. 
alone, but in sincerity of heart, the compliments o! | 
‘the s«ason. Should we, through mistake, send our semi-weekly 
May the close of the year leave each and all of us| paper to any who prefer the weekly, or vice versu, 
better and more prosperous than the commencement | we will correct the error immediately upon receiving 


of it found us. notice 


| 
| 
' 
' 
| 
| 
' 
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Report OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.— 


We have commenced in the present number the 
publication of this report, confident that all will be 
rejoiced to see placed upon record in our journal, a 
paper redounding so much to the credit of the Head 
of the Department, and so well calculated to revive 
the flagging spirits of the service. 


At Portsmouth, N. H. 640,650 
Charlestuwn, Mass, - 2,092,562 
New York - - 1,642,624 
Philadelphia = - - 468.511 


Washington - 512,788 

Norfolk - - - 1,645,000 

Pensacola - - 106,484 
———— $ 7,108,659 


CaAsuALTIEs in the navy, as ascertained at the 


From the documents accompanying this report, we Department, since the Ist Decamb-r, 1340. 


have prepared, in acondensed form, some memoranda 
that will be interesting to our readers. 





ESTIMATES. * 
Navy. 
For Pay of officers and seamen . - 3,195,432 
Pay of superintendents, &c. - 78,420 
Provisions ° ° ° ° - 720,000; 
Medicines, &c.  - - - - - 30,000 
Increase, repair, &c. : - - 3,165,000 
Improvement of navy vards 
at Portsmouth, N. H. 47,425 
Charlestown, Mass. $6,000 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 183,600 
Philadelphia 17,100 
Washington, D. C. —- 43,700 
Gosport, Va. 92,800 
Pensacola 33,800 
- 604,425 


Hospitals and dependencies 
at Charlestown, Mass. 3,960 








Deaths Resigna- Dismis- 


tions sions 

Captains - - 2 ‘ 
Commanders” - - 1 
Lieutenants - 4 2 1 
Surgeons 3 
Assistant Surgeons - 2 ° 
Passed Midshipmen 4 5 3 
Midshipmen - 1 4 2 
Professors of mathematics 1 
Boatswains - 1 2 
Gunners - - 1 1 
Carpenters - - 2 
Sailmakers - - 1 
Navy agents - 1 1 4 
Navy storekeepers - 3 
Officers of marine corps 2 

— 22 19 18 


Increase of the Marine Corps.—The Colonel com- 


mandant urges an increase of the corps, to supply 


Brooklyn, N, Y. 20,000 the necessary sentinels at the several yards, and the 
Norfolk, Va. 13.750 guards required on board vessels in commission.— 
sone , 28,000 |The number of officers proposed is—1 brigadier gen- 
Asylum, Philadelphia Bhd 67 o10| eral, 3 colonels, 3 lieutenant colonels, 3. majors, 26 
Contingentexpenses - - - 450,000 captains, 53 first and 53 second lieutenants. Num- 
do. not enumerated ."s 3,000) ber of men—4 non com. staff, 206 sergeants, 216 


es 13.287 Corporals, 99 drummers, 99 filers, 2,654 privates; ma- 
St baad ? } 


Marine Corps. 


| king an aggregate of 3,278. 





Day’s PATENT VALVE-RIFLE.—This arm, invented 


Pay - - - -+ 188,381 | 
Provisions -  - - 45,055 
Clothing - - - 43,662 
Fuel - - - - 16,274 
Medicines - - 4,140 
Transportation - - 8,000 
Military stores - - - 2,800 
Contingencies - - 17,980 


Repair and rent of barracks 6,000 





327,292 
Purchase ofsites and buil- 
ding new barracks at 
Charlestown, Brooklyn, 
Gosport and Pensacola 175,000 





\by Mr. S. Day, of New York, has been examined and 
\tried by a number of army officers and sporting ge - 
tlemen; and those who have witnessed its operation 
speak of it in the highest terms. It carries but one 
load at a time, which is inserted at the breech. The 
‘aperture through which it is charged is then securely 
closed by a perfectly simple arrangement, resembling 
la valve, (from which the weapon is named,) and the 
‘arm is a3 safe as the common rifle. Like all rifles 


| which load at the breech, the windage may be reduced 


502.292 22 libitum, though it is probable that a patewed ball, 


a 





such as might be loaded by the muzzle, is most accu- 


Total for navy and marine corps, - $8,715,579 | 


The average price of mechanics’ and laborers’ wa-_ 
es, at the several navy yards, during the year end-| 
inz September 30, 1841, was as follows: 


At Portsmouth, N. H. - 143 cents perday | 
Charlestown, Mass. 172 do. do. 
Now York - - 170 do. do. 
Philadelphia - - 166 do. do. 
Washington, D.C. - 136 do. do. 
Norfolk,’ Va. - - 166 do. do. 

Average of the whole’ - 163 do. do. 


The value of the public stores on hand, under the’ 
appropriation for ** increase, repairs, armament, and) 


equipment of the navy, and wear and tear of vessels| 
in commission,” on the Ist October, 1841, was— 


rate. Thus may this rifle be charged in a few seconds 
as accnrately as the common rifle in as many minutes, 
and by any one. 

By means of the hole for loading, the chamber and 


neighboring part of the bore may be wiped out ina 


moment. 
It is the intention of the inventor to offer this arm 


‘to the Ordnance department ; and if, on trial in ser- 
vice, it should meet the confident expectations of 
‘those who have tried it, the principal i:.provement 


now required to perfect the infantry arm will have 
been attained. This great desideratum, we take it, is 
the invention which will enable us to load a rifle or 
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musket at the breech, without any object’on that is 
not equally applicable to the commcn arm. 

We believe Mr. Day has produced such an inven- 
tion; but until it shall have been tried in service we 
cannot speak more positively. To sportsmen and 
hunters we recommend this weapon confidently ; and 
it is no small recommendation to the backwoodsman 
that its simplicity secures it from any special injury 
by rain or exposure; and the wear of time and use 
can be remedied by any blacksmith. 

Finally we must not omit the address of the agent, 
Mr. Boten, 104 Broadway, New York. 





OFFICIAL. 
Extract ofaletter from Lieut. J. T. McLaughiin, 


commanding the Florida expedition, to the Secretary, 


of the Navy, dated 
“Key Biscayxo, Dec. 23, 1841. 

«fT am happy to say the health of the command is 
improving. The sick list has decreased very much, 
although we have had five deaths within the month ; 
and among them we have been called upon to lament 
Mid. Nites, a most promising young officer, whose 
ripening talent was developing the promise of great 
future usefulness. He died and was buried with mili- 
tary honors at Fort Simmons, on the Carloosahatchie, 
having received from the officers atthat post every 
comfort and attention which the kindest feelings could 
suggest.” 





By the Naval General Court Martial, held in July 
last, on board the U. 8S. ship Pennsylvania, at Nor- 
folk, Lient. Francis B. ExLiison was tried upon an 
additional Charge, preferred against hiin by Comman- 
der W. K. Latimer, for “ Quarrelling, and using 
provoking and reproachful words, gestures, and men- 
aces, to Commander W. K. Latimer,” found guilty 
thereof, and sentenced to be disinissed from the navy. 
This sentence was approved by the President of the 
United States ; but in consideration of the represen- 
tations which have been made, highly honorable to 
the character and past conduct of Lieut. Exiison, 
and trusting that the severe punishment, to which he 
has been condemned for a breach of discipline seri- 
ously affecting the service, will exert a suitable in- 
fluence over his future conduct, the President has -e- 
mitted the sentence. Lieut. Extison has conse- 
quently been released from arrest, and restored to 
duty. 





To corresPonpENTS.—An old and punctual sub- 
scriber writes as follows:—‘ I think if you would 
publish every bill presented to either House of Con- 
gress, relative to the army or navy, whether acted 
upon or not, it would benefit your paper, as it would 
give us poor subs something to talk about.” We re- 
ply, that this is a subject we have never lost sight of, 


but the difficulty heretofore has been to get copies of| yy 


the documents themselvas. We shall bearit in mind. 











An old friend and subscriber in Florida writes thus: 
‘You are aware that Garey’s Ferry is no longer a 
military post; that letters or packages directed there 
\will likely be returned to Washington as ‘ «ead let- 
ters,’ &e.” We plead ignorance. We knew that 
|Garey’s Ferry had been abandoned as a depot, but not 
‘as a military post. We made repeated enquiry 
| whether there was a post office at Pilatka, or if that at 
| Whitesville was discontinued, but could get no satis- 
factory information ; and the first knowledge we had 
lof the estab¥shment of a post office at Pilatka was 
ithe receipt of a letter franked by the Postmasier. 
| “ Justice’ will have discovered ere now that most 
jof his suggestions had been anticipated by the Major 
|General commanding the army. It is, however, due 
\to the anthor to remark, that his communication was 
\written before the report of the Major General ap- 
peared in print. 








We must ask the indulgence of our subscribers for 
the unavoidable delay of getting out the first few 
numbers of onr semi-weekly publication. Knowing 
the importance of promptitude, we shall endeavor 
to avoid all cause for apology. 





| . 
Army AND Navy Rectsrers.—The Navy Regis- 


ter is in press and will be issued in a few days. The 
Army Register will be issued as early in*Febuary 
as practicable. 

The Official Army Register for 1842 not having 
yet been published, a short delay in the issue of our 
edition will be of less consequence. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Dec. 27-- Asst Sur B M Byrne, army Fuller’s. 
30—Capt G G Waggaman, com sub do 
31—Capt R S Dix, AQM Col Cross’s. 

Col S Churchill, Inspr General Fuller’s 

Jan. 3—Lieut T J Lee, Top Engrs Fuller’s. 
6—Capt J H Prentiss, AA G do 
7—Lieut B R Alden, A DC Cammack’s 

Lieut HW Halleck, Engr corps ~~ Club. 
Major J D Graham, ‘Top Engrs strect. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 


Wasmineton, Jan. 1, 1842. 
| Army.—Lieut J. E. Blake, Capt. Geo. W. Cyjlum, 
Major T. T. Fauntleroy 3, Col J. Garland, Lieut. J. 
E. Johnston 2, Dr. B. King, Lieut. A. W. Reynolds. 
Navy.--Prof: J. H C Coffin, l.ieut D. F. Dulany, 
Capt. J. Gallagher, P. Mid. F. (S.] Haggerty, Comm’. 
|W. K. Latimer, Lieut. J. M. Lackert, Lieut. G. A. 
| Magruder, Washington Reid, Foster Rhodes, J. F. 
Tatem, Lieut. W. B. Whiting, Lieut Wm. S. Young. 
Marixe Corrs.— Lieut. A. H. Gillespie. 
Washington, Jan. 15, 1842. 
Army.—Gen. W. K. Armistead, Lieut. J. E. John- 
ston, Capt. J. McClellan, Capt. W. Seawell 2. 
Navy.—Comm’r F. Engle, [Purser] J. C. Holland, 
Commo. E.P Kennedy, Lieut. A. Lewis, Lieut. J. 
B. Lewis, P. Mid. W. P. McArthur 2, (Purser) F.G. 
McCauley, Capt. R. F. Stockton, Commo. C. Stewart, 
(Purser) J. N. Todd, Dr. T. Williamson 2. 
Norrorx, Jan. 1, 1842. 
Navy.—Commander frigate Constitution, Comman- 
der Wm. Ramsay. Lieutenants [C.C ] Barton, C. 
Poor, L. M. Powell, C. Price, J. P. Wilson, P. 
Turner. Doctors R. [B.) Banister, J. Howard Smith. 
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Pursers J 1D. Gibson, R. S. Moore. Chaplains M. P. 
Chase 2, C. H. Alden. Prof. Math J°H. C. Coffin, 
J. Mc. Duffie Passed Mid. F. E Baker, [M. B.] 
Woolsey. Midshipmen A. J. Dallas, Foster, D.C. 
Hugunin, W. E. Hopkins, [J.] Me. Roberts, J. S. 
Kennard, W. A. Austin, W. H. Fauntleroy, Jesse M } 
Smith, W. T. Smith, M P. Jones, W D Whiting 
J K Wilson, J. C. Wait, T. B. Wainwrigh. 
Marine Corrs —[Lient.] H. B. ‘Fyler. 





PASSENGERS. 
New York. Dec. 29, per ship Fairfield, from New 
Orleans, Mid. J. W. Ripley, of the navy. 
Savannan, Dec. 27, per brig Savannah, from New 





York, Capt E. D. Keyes, of the army. 


Savannan, January 3, per steampacket Beaufort Die) 
trict, from Charleston, Capt W S.awell, of the army. 


New York, Jan 10, per brig Augusta, from Savannah, | 


Mid E Z C Judson, of the navy, and lady. . 


Bosrow, Jan 13, per ship Roscius, from the Pacific, 
Lieut W W Bleecker and Mid H F Porter, of the | 
navy. 

Colonel Harney has arrived in this city, and taken | 


lodging at the St. Charles Hotel.—NM. O. Advertiser, 
5th inst. 


Savannan, Jan. 12, per steamer General Clinch, from 
Pilatka, Major P Muhlenberg, of the army. 





Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 


U. S. FRIGATE a ge 
Off Cape Henry, Dec. 20, 1841. 


We are just off the cape, discharging our pilot, 
going ten knots, with a smooth sea and fair breeze 
from the southward. 

It is the impression on board that the frigate has 
been improved by taking off her poop deck ; that, 
and the alteration of her trim, bringing her more by 
the head. 

Our sail-maker was burnt out the night we an- 
chored in Hampton roads. The moment the news 
came on board, the officers subscribed $250 1n twenty 
minutes, and the crew $200, for his relief. 

We are bound to the windward, it is supposed, 
and anticipate a pleasant cruise. 





EEE 








Communications. 











' 


EQUALIZATION or tue PAY oF THE ARMY. | 


The present session of Congress will afford an op-| 
portunity to the new Commanding General of the 
Army to make such recommendations to the Presi- 
dent, in his annaal report, as, when approved by that 
high functionary, will show that we have at our head 
an individual capable of understanding a soldier's 
wants and sympathizing in his feelings. Let him, 
then, fail not to discharge this portion of his duty with 
the same fearless spirit which has heretofore charac- 
terized him. The present state of the service calls 
loudly for reform. Burdened with an overgrown staff, | 
crowded with a debilitated field, and having a line dis- 
heartened by the gross partiality shown towards that 
same staff, our little army is most sadly in want of the 
assistance of a wise and iinpartial commander, who 
shall show hiinself to be the head of the whole and not 





the patron of the few. 


Among some of the abuses now existing, the 


‘continued connexion of the staff with the line is 


one of the most oppressive. This subject has in- 
deed been brought before Congress in the shape of 


‘memorials for their severance, but always under the 


most disadvantageous circumstances. The staif are 
always on the spot, convenient for consultation and 
ready ta cppose the measure. Andthis is spoken ad- 
visedly, for it is but natural for every ane to feel a bias 
for that which most conduces to his own interest.— 
Vader the present law, the officers of the Quartermas- 
ter and Commissary Departments, below the rank of 
major, and all of the assistants in the Adjutant G2ne- 
ral’s, hold at one and the sa‘ne time two separate and 
independent commissions! They, moreover, receive 
much higher pay than those of the same grade in the 
line; and enjoy advantages of station which, from the 
very organization of the army, is denied to the line. 
This is more particularly the case with those at 
Washington; and they are the persons alluded to as 
being on the spot, ready for consultation when our 
memorials are laid before Congress, and the members 
desire any explanations on the subject of them. The 
officers of the line are nat represented at Washington, 
and therefore their feclings on the subject cannot be 
fully appreciated by those who are appealed to in 
their favar. So trae is this, that it may safely be as- 
serted that to this reason alone is the apparent neglect 
of our petitionsowing. How then, it may be asked, is 
the difficulty to be obviated? the answer is, by the aid 
of him who is supposed to be the natural protector of 
the rights and interests of the whole service, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. He is deservedly considered a high 
toned, chivalrous officer, capable of appreciating the 
feelings of a body of getitlemen, who, by an unwise 
and partial act of legislation, have been wonnded in 
their most tender and sacred point, their honor. To 
him, then, we look, and of him we demand that as- 
sistance in the furtherance of our just views, which 
his commanding position, character and influence en- 
able him to yield. 

Another glaring and most unreasonable abuse now 
existing, is the great increase of pay given to all the 
branches of the staff over corresponding grades in the 
line. A youngster graduates to-day at the West Point 
Acad>my and to-morrow is assigned to the ordnance 
or engineer corps, when he receives more pay per 
month than a first lieutenant of artillery or infantry, 
who has been ten years in the service!’ And what 
then is the necessary inference? That the sphere of 
his duties must be higher, and therefore deserving a 
better recompense. But such, in sooth, is far from 
being the fact; for, should occasion require it, the line 
officer would be called on to discharge these very du- 
ties without extra compensation, and he would imore- 
over be held inexcusable should he plead ignorance as 
a reason for not wishing to perform them. Indeed, 
this is the case every day iW Florida, and in the event 
of a war would be so all over the country. And yet 
with such things staring us in the face, there are per- 
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sons in the service illiberal enongh to accuse the line 
of a desire to injure the staff without reason, by en- 
deavoring to bring the two to a level in point of pay 
and emolument! Such persons, itis true, are not nu- 
merous, and when met with, are always found to be- 
long ta that class whose pockets swallow double rations 
but whose hands never share them. These are the men 
who oppose an equalization of the pay, the separation 
ef the staif from the line, and argue most learnedly 
upen the vastly increased importance of their duties, 
and the enormous expenses to which their position 
subjects them. These are the men too, who, in con- 
versation with members of Congress, use the specious 
argument that they also belong to the line, and can 
therefore feel as the officers of t!e line feel. 

But !et us not pursue this subject further just now. | 
I&t the new Cominander do his duty and all will yet! 
rx) well. And to him now should we say: you are | 
ofr head, and to you we look for support. Lend us, 
your assistance to obtain our rights, and count upon | 
our zealous co-operation, in return, whenever the sit- 
uation of our beloved country shall call you to head 
her armies against an opposing foe. Show that jus- 
tice ta the line is not incompatible with a true regard 
for the staff; vindicate our wounded honor, and prove 
by an acknowledgment of our true merits that you 
are worthy to be in fact the Commander-in-Chief of 
the American army. 





JUSTICE. 


THE LATE CADET PRICE 8S. McKINNEY. 


A meeting of the first class, corps of cadets, was 
convened at West Point, New York, on the evening 
of the 13th of Dec. 1841, to express their regret far 
the decease of their class-mate, Prick S. McKInNEy, 
of Missouri. The following resolutions were sub- 
mitted and unanimonsly adopted : 

Resolved, That we mourn the dispensation of Pro- 
vidence, which deprives us of our class-mate, Cadet 
P.S. McKinney, and calls upon us to deplore his 
untimely death. 

2. That a marble monument b2 erected to his me- 
mary, in the cadets’ burying ground, at West Point. 

3. That a coinmittee, to consist of Messrs Benja- 
min. Hillhouse and Beckwith, be appointed to select 
the design, and superintend the erection of the monu- 
ment. 

4. That said committee be directed to address a 
letter of condolence, to the parents of the deceased, 
enclosing a copy of these resolutions. 

5. That the above resolutions, be sent to the Army 
and Navy Chronicle, with a request for publication. 

JAMES G. BENTON, President. 

J. 8S. McCaumonr, Secretary. 








( No weekly Chronicle has been issued since 
that of December 30, in consequence of the delay in 
getiing out the semi-weekly paper. 
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Intelligence. 








FLORIDA WAR. 


We give below a letter from one of our esteeme: 
Florida corresponderits. The writer, at our request. 
has kept a journal of his expedition into the sount 
of mud, snakes, frogs ‘‘and such small deer,” whic 

















we shall give our readers to-morrow. Our goo: friend 


complains that he has no dictionary, and that he 


writes on. the head of a pork barrel, with the chime 


cutting his arm all the while. 


Correspondence of the Savannah Republican. 


In THE Figrp—Uprprr CartoosanATCcHeEE, ? 
South J lorida, Dec. 3. 


In my last I meation:d that that portion of te 


army destined for the country of Sam Jones and the 


Prophet, would probably set oif about the 25th; but 


the movement was delayed until the present date.— 


Since the command tell on Col. Worth the army has 
had little or no rest, Its movements from Middle 
Florida to the Evergiades vividly recalls to mind those 


lines of Schiller :— 


“In haste the wandering soldier walls and builds 
With canvass his light town ; here in a moment 

In rushing concourse markets apen, 

Roads and rivers crowd with merchandise 

And people. Traffic stirs his hundred arms. 

Fre long, some morning look—and it is gone! 
The tents are struck, the host has marched away!” 


Two weeks ago the clustering flowers which deck 
the banks of the Carloosahatche glaqqened not the 
eye nor softened the heart of man; but the Army 
eame, and the next morning’s sun shone Upon a can- 
vass city of six hundred souls. The noisy steainers 
frightened the curlew and the cormorant ‘rom their 
retreats npon the river; and the quiet forest, which 
has remained, I suppose, since the creation, in still- 
ness and repose, save perchance when the savage yell 
echoed through its dark moss-hung dells, now re- 
sounds with the hun of men. 

The weather is still too warm to breathe. At the 
mouth of the river, anon the islands and hammocks, 
and along the coast, the wild orange and limes are 
loaded with their golden and verdant fruit. The birds, 
the sweet birds, tame in their ignoranee of men, are 
singing as on a summer’s morn from the branching 
trees over our tents—the slender and oriental looking 
palmetto tree, with its coronet of fan-like leaves, de- 
fends us froin the intense rays of the sun, and the wild 
deer bounds in his fright through the cainp—all is 
wild, all is new, all enchanting. 

The tents of Major Belknap’s command are struck 
for the march, It will take some six or eight days to 
reach the Indian villages in the Big Cypress Swamp, 
which has thus far remained unexplored ; but if Major 
B. does not see the heart of it J am mistaken in the 
man Should we fall in with the enemy I will notify 
you. 





Muriny AND MuRDER.—The U. S. brig Dolphin, 
which arrived yesterday from Carthagena, brought 
home two men, named Charles P. Martin and John 
H. Davidson, put on board by the American Consul, 
charged with having created a mutiny on board the 
brig Cicero, which sailed from Baltimore on the 2d 
May last. and was anchored at the time on the coast 
of San Blas. Martin and Davidson, in company 
with another seaman named Wallis, stabbed the cap- 
tain and mate, and one of the hands named Bown. 
The latter, alter being wounded jumped overboard, 
and was drowned. The officers, althongh severely 
injured, succeeded with the cook in getting into the 
boat, and reaching the shore. The men then robbed 
and abandoned the vessel. Information was given to 
the proper authorities, when Martin and Davidson 
were arrested and carried to Carthagena. Wallis 
escaped to the interior, taking r fuge among the In- 
dians, but hopes are entertained that he also will be 
secured. Davidson and Martin were yesterday hand- 
ad over to the U. S. Marshal and committed to 
prison.—NV. ¥. Com. Advertiser. 
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OFFICIAL. 


Heap Quarters oF THE ARMY, 
Adjntant General’s Office, 
. Washington, Jan. 3, 1842. 
The following revised Regulations, received from 
the Secretary of War, are published for the government 
of the Army. 


Generar 


DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 
January 1, 1842. 
Articles 32 and 33, of the revised ‘‘ Generat Recora- 
TIons yor THe Army,” (1841,) having proved injurious 
in practice, they are hereby rescinded, and the follow 
ing are substituted. 


ARTICLE XXXII. 
CERTIFICATE OF ORDINARY DISABILITY. 

133....Whenever a non-commissioned officer or sol- 
dier shall be incapable of performing his duties in con- 

juence of wounds, disease, or infirmity, and recom- 
mended to be discharged, the senior Surgeon of the 
Hospital, Regiment, or Post shall furnish his captain 
with a certificate of disability, pursuant to Form 16, 
of the Medical Regulations, for his approval, or re- 
mark ; which certificate of disability, with the descrip- 
tive certificate properly filled up, and signed by the cap- 
tain, will be forwarded by the commanding officer of 
the Post, ( with such remarks as he may deem requi- 
site,) to the Adjutant General, for final decision at 
General Head Quarters. 

134. .If the recommendation for the discharge of the 
invalid be approved, the authority therefor will be 
endcrsed on the “ certificate of disablity.” which will 
be sent back to be completed and signed by the com- 
manding officer, who will return the same to the Adju- 
tant General’s office. 


ARTICLE XXXIII, 
CERTIFICATE FOR PENSION. 





135... When a non-coinmissioned officer or soldier 
shall be recommended to be discharged in consequence 
of wounds or other injuries received while actually in 
the service of the United States, and in the line of his | 
duty, and which disable him from obtaining his subsist- | 
ence, his commanding officer shall certity the time, 
place and manner, of receiving such wound or disabili- 
ty: if wounded in action, state the fact, and name 
the part wounded ; if otherwise injured and disabled, | 
describe the circumstances, the manner of receiving | 
the injury, and the kind of duty in which the soldier 
was engaged at the time. And the senior surgeon 
of the Hospital, Regiment, or Post, upon obtaining 


sufficient evidence of the facts, shall furnish duplicate |, 


Certificates for Pension, agreeably to Form 17, Medi- | 
eal Regulations ; which duplicate certificates and de- 
scriptive certificate aniexed thereto, properly filled up 
and signed by the captain, shall be transmitted by the | 
commanding officer of the Regiment or Post, with such 
remarks as he may deem requisite, to the Adjutant 
General, one of which shall be retained for the files of 
his office, and the other be sent to the Pension office. 
136. .The requisite authority forthe discharge of 


an invalid soldier on application for Pension, is the | 
same as in the case of ordinary disability—See No. 154. | 


J. C. SPENCER. 


By commanp or Magsorx Genera Scutr: 
R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 








Military Intelligence. 








Corps of Engineers.—We find in the Norfolk papers, 
the following General Order, from the Head Quarters 
of the army, which we publish, although not by author- 
ity, in justice to Colonel De Russy : 


Generat Heap Qvuanrers oF THE ARMY, 
Oxvers, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
No 85. Washington, Dec. 27, 1841 


{ neers, pursuant to ‘ General Orders,’ No 76, for the 


purpose of investigating the complaints made against 
him by certain persons for not allowing their partici- 
pation in the supply of stone at the Rip Raps; and, 
whether, in making his contracts for stone, he has fully 
executed the instructions received from the Colonel of 
Engineers, has reported the following opinion ; 

‘The Court having carefully examined all the papers 
befere them, in support of the accusation, and having 
obtained all the evidence within its reach, as is shown 
by the Record, is of opinion that the complaints made 
against Lieut. Col. R. E DeRussy are unfounded, 
unjust, and entirely unworthy of notice. 

* The Court is also of opinion that Lieut. Col. R. E. 
De Russy, in pursuing the course he did in procuring 
stone for the public works under his charge, strictly ex- 
ecuted the instructions he received from the Colonel 
of Engineers ; that the prices fixed by Lieut. Colonel R. 
FE. De Russy for the various qualities of stone, was 
just and reasonable, for stone of the quality he received ; 
and that he has diseharged his duty in a faithful and 
intelligent manner. ’ 

2. The proceedings in the foregoing case are ap- 

roved. 

3. The Court of Inquiry, af which Colonel James 
Bankhead, 2d Artillery, is President, is hereby dis- 
solved. 

By command of Major Generat Scort : 

R. JONES, Adj. Gen. 

Medical Department.—Ass’t Surgeon B. M. Byrne, 
assigned to duty at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. 

Medical Staff with the army in Florida, Jan. 1, 1842. 

Surgeans. 

B. F. Harney, 

Lyman Foot, 


Medical Director, Tampa. 
Fort Marion. 


P. H. Craig, General Hospital, (West.) 
R. S. Satterlee, Fort Shannon. 
E. Macomb, Tampa. 


A.M. Elwes, 
Burton Randall, 
Assistant Surgeons. 
Ben}. King, 

Joel Martin, 


Micanopy. 
Fort Stansbury. 


General Hospital, (East.): 
Fort Pierce. 


John Emmerson, ‘© Jauderdale 
John B Wells, ‘© Wacassassa. 
William Hammond, “< White. 

J. H. Bailey, “King. 

L. A. Birdsall, ‘¢ Simmons. 
J. MeCormick, ‘© Gamble. 
J. R. Conrad, Russell. 
John Byrne, “Brooke. 
D. C.De Leon, ‘© Barbour. 
B. W. Woods, se Harvie. 
JW. Russell, “Dallas. 

H. H. Ste‘ner, ‘c 'Tampa. 
J.C. Glen, “Rosa. 

H. E. Cruttenden, “ Wacahoeta. 
James Simmons, ss Garner. 
J.C Madison, “© Oscilla. 
W.H. Van Buren, ‘© Mellon. 

J. K. Barnes, “ Brown. 
Levi H. Holden, «© Moniac. 
John S. Griffin, «© Wheelock. 
R. F.. Simpson, ss Niles. 

W. E. Fullwood, «Fanning. 
Charles W. Stearns, “¢ Harrison. 
R_ 8S. Holmes, ‘© Macomb, 


2nd Dragoons.—Five troops arrived at Baton Rouge 
on the 25th Dec., and would remain there a few days, 
preparatory to taking up the line of march for Fort 
Jesup. 
ES ao —_——— =— 











OFFICIAL. 

At a Naval General Court martial, of which Com- 
modore Jacob Jones was , President, convened at Phila- 
delphia on the 13th December, 1841, Captain William 
Compton Bolton was tried on a charg: of ‘‘ Disobedi- 
ence of Orders,” for returning to the United States 





1. The Court of foaeky, instituted at the request of 
Lieut. Colonel R. E, ussy, of the Corps of Engi- 


with the U. S. frigate Brandywine, then under his com- 
mand. 
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The Court, after mature deliberation, found the ac- 
used guilty of the charge ; but, in consideration of the 
manner in which the order was given, adjudges him to 
be privately reprimanded by the Secretary of the Nav 

he Court was further of opinion, that it was in 
evidence that Captain Bolton, in the exercise of his 
command, was fully prepared,and at all times anxious 
° sustain the honor and reputation of the Amecsican 
g- 
Sentence appr. ved, January 1, 1842. 


Navy Derartment, 4th Janwary, 1942. 

The Board of Naval Surgeons, recently convened at 
Philadelphia for the examination of Assistint Surgeons 
for promotion, and of candidates for appointment as 
Assistant Surgeons, has adjourned sine die. 

Assistant Surgeon A. J. Wedderburn was passed for 

romotion. 

The following is a list of the candidates reported for 
appointment as Assistant Surgeoas in the order in 
which they stand : 

1. Morris B. Beck, of Virginia. 

2. J. Francis Tuckerman, of Massachusetts. 

3. Oscar F. Baxter, of North Carolina. 

4. Lewis J. Williams, of Maryland, and 

5. Marius Duvall, of Maryland. 

Dec. ORDERS. 
20—Lieut W Radford, sloop Ontario. 


Licut J I. Henderson, trigate United States. 
21—Mid W Vanwyck, do 


22—P MidS D Lavallette, receiving vessel, Phila 


P Mid J D Todd, Mid AJ Drake and A W Steb- 
bins, sloop Ontario. 
27—Lieut RF Pinkney, receiving vessel, Baltimore. 
Mid J L. Nelson, do do 
31—Lieuts J W Cooke, and E Jenkins, sloop Ontario. 
P Mid F S Haggerty, Rendezvous, Boston. 
Jan. 
8—Licut B J Totten, navy yard, Boston. 
4—Lieut W S Schenck, sloop Ontario 
5— Lieut James McCormick, furlough 6 inonths. 
Mid F P Wheelock, sloop Ontario. 
Mid G W Young, and A J Lewis, ship Levant. 
Mid J S Kennard, J H Upshur, W H Weaver, re- 
ceiving ship, Norfolk. 
Mid G W Rodgers, naval school, Philadelphia. 


MidI C Wait, do do | 
§—Passed Asst Surgeon. A J Wedderburn, receiving 


vessel and rendezvous, New Orleans. 
7—Lieut J T Homans, furlough 3 months. 
Lieut G H Scott, receiving ship New York. 
Lieut Gansevoort, navy yard, do 
Lieut J W Switt, detached from navy yard, do 
Mid R Townsend, receiving ship, do 
Mid P H Haywood, sloop Warren. 


APPOINTMENT REVOKED. 
Jan. 15—Samuel Scott, Acting Gunner. 


MARINE CORPS. 
Dec.3—I1st Lieut. William Lang placed under arres*. 
Dec.9—2nd Lieut Josiah Watson returned to Head 
Quarters for duty. 
Dec.17—I1st Lieut Joseph L C Hardy rejoined at Head 
Quarters from the clothing bureau, Philadelphia. 

The general Court Martial before which Capt. Aug. 
A. Nicholson, Q tarterm aster of the corps, was recently 
tried, upon charges and specifi:ations preferred by the 
Segretary ofthe Navy, on the information of Lieut, 
Alexander G Gordon. of the navy, found him not 
guilty and acquitted him. The finding was approved 
on the 4th January, 1842, and Capt. Nicholson restored 

» duty by order of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The General Court Martial before which Ist Lieut. 
William Lang was recently tried, upon chirges of 
sy neglect of daty and disobedience of orders,” “ szanda- 
lous conduct,” and *¢ drunkenness,” found him not guilt 
and acquitted him = ‘The finding approved on the 4th 
January, 1842, and Lieut. Lang restored to duty by 
order of the Secretary of the Navy. 

RESIGNATION, 
(21 Lieat Lafayette Searcy, Dec 31, 1841. 


| 


WVaval Intelligence. 











U.S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 
| Brig Dolphin, Comm’r W. W. MeKean, arrived 
vat New York, on Friday, from Carthagena. Officers: 
|—Lieuts. J. H. Ward, Charles Steedman, Edward C, 
| Ward, Jr. ; Purser C. C. Rice; Surgeon J S. Messe. - 
smith ; Midshipmen J. J. Barry, A. M. McLuughlin, 
| J. E. Hopson, C, ‘Truxtun. 
|  Wesvr Inpia sqvuaprox.—Ship Levant arrived in 
| Hampton Roads on Wednesday night last, in 17 days 
from Pensacola. ¢ Officers and crew, all well. 
| ‘The following is a list of her officers : 
| Anprew Firzuven, Esq., Commander. Commander 
Charles Lowndes, officiating as Ist Lieutenant. Liew 
_ tenants, Jno. Manning, Jos. W. Jarvis, Jas. K. Bowie. 
| Acting Master, W. 8. Beverley. Purser, J.B. Ritten 
|house. Surgeon, S. C. Lawrason. Assistant Sur- 
geon, R. B. Banister. Prof. of Mathematics, J H.C. 
Coftin. Midshipmen, J.C. Wait, J. G. Kennard, H. 


Rodgers, C. M. Fauntleroy, J. M. Bradford, E Barrett,, 


A. Barbot, A Bryson, W. H. Thompson. Captain’s 
Clerk, 'T. A. Stoneall. Gunner, H. Wetson. Carpen- 
ter, M Cecil. Satlmaker, M. Parker. Purser’s 
Clerk, B. Ferris. . 
Lieut. Fitz Allen Deas, was detached on the 22d inst. 





8—Purser C O Handy, furlough 12 months. 
Mid W G Hoffinan, order of Dec 10, to receiving 

ship at New York, revoked. 

10—Surgeon'G W Codwise, rendezvous, New Bedf rd. 

11—Master’s Mate A Young, navy yard, New York. 

13—Mid J J cae detached trom brig Dolphin. 

t4—P Mid W A Wayne, depot of charts, &c. 

15—Lieut W W Bleecker, leave 3: months, having re- 
turned by permission from Pacific squadron. 


Dec. APPOINTMENTS. 
30—Jeremiah Mack, acting Gunner. 
George Wisner, acting Carpenter. 
William S Fox, Protessor of Mathematics. 
Jan. 
7—Charles Bordman, acting Carpenter. 
Charles Frost, acting Sailmaker. 


Agents for the preservation of timber on the public 
lands. 


John Gibson, in Louisiana. 
Hezekiah 1. Thistle, in East Florida. 
PROMOTION. 
Lieut Richard S. Pinckney to be a Commander, 
from the 8th September, 1841 ; to take rank next be- 
low Commander D. G. Farragut. 


from U.S. sloop Warren, andordered,to the razee In 
dependence. A farewell dinner was given him at 
French’s Hotel, on Monday the 27th, by the steerage 
officers of the Warren, which passed off in the most 
agreeable manner.—Vurfolk Beacon, Dec. 31. 

Paciric squapron.—List of officers attached to fthe 
frigate United States, bound to the Pacific. 

‘T'mos. Ap Catessy Jones, Commodore. James Arm- 
strong, Captain. Isaac S. Sterett, Murray Mason, 
James L. Henderson, LD). F. Dulany, W. H. Ball, L. B. 
Avery, Lieutenants. Wm. Johnson, Surgeon of the 
Fleet. Edw. Fitzgerald, Purser. Wm. A. Parker, 
Master. Geo. W. Robbins, Lieutenant of Marines. 
Theo B. Bartow, Chaplain. Wm T. Allen, Commc- 
dore’s Secretary. KR. T. Maxwell, and M. B. Beck, 
Assistant Surgeons. H.H. Lockwood, Prof of Math- 
ematics. P. Shirley, W.N. Jeffers, A.G. Enos, H, 
C. Hunter, S_S. Bassett, H. H. Key, W. F. Jones, L, 
H. Lyne, R. W. Scott, W. C. West, J. J. Hanson, T. 
P. Baldwin, W. H. Wilcox, A. C. Jackson, E T. Cas 
michael, ‘I’. L. Walker, L. P. Franklin, W. Sharp, T. 
B. Shubrick, B. W. Stevenson, R. Patton, F. A. Hallet, 
W. K. Mayo, J. T. Barraud, W. P. Toler,G H. Hare, 
W. Van Wyck, Midshipmen. W. C. Lipscomb, Com- 
modore’s Clerk. C. G. Armistead, Ca Clerk. 
W. Hoff, Boatswain. Asa Curtis, Gunner. J. O. 
Butler, Carpenter. J. Faxon, Sailmaker. N. Wood; 
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ward, Ship’s Steward. W. Jnice, Pre-ser’s Clerk 

Passengers to Chili:—Hon John S. rendleton, o 
Virvinia, Charge, &c., and ‘Capt. Palmer, to Rio — 
Norfolk Beacon. 


Paciric savannon.—Frigate United States Captain J 
Armstrong, bearing the broad pendant of Commo. T. a}. 
C. Jones, went to sea from Hampton Roads, on Sun- 
day morning, 9th inst. 

Ship Yorktown, Capt. Aulick, sailed from Otaheite 
for Oahu, on the 20th August or September 

Ship St Louis, Comm’r. Forrest, and schr. Shark, 
Comm’r Bigelow, sailed from Valparaiso, Oct.1, ona 
cruise. 

Store ship Relief, Lieut. Comdt. J. S. Nicholas, at 
Callao, Oct. 10—-all well. 


Menirerranean squanron —Ship Fairfield, Comm’r. 
Tattnall, arrived at Gibraltar on the 5th Dec. in 13 days 
from Port Mahon. 

Braz sqvapron.—Scehr. Enterprise. Comm’r Golds- 
borough, sailed from Montevideo for Rio Janeiro, a few 
days previous to the 9th Nov. 


West Inpia squarnon.—The U. S. sloop of war Le 


vant, Commander Frrzuven, has been ordered to Nicar , 


agua, (Bay of Honduras) it is said, to look after some 
American vesssels which have been illegally detained 
by the authorities at that place, The Levant is expect- 
ed to put to sea to-day.— Norfolk Herald, Jan. 14. 


Home squapron.—Frigate Columbia, Capt. Parker, 
dropped down fromthe navy yard at Boston, on Thurs- 
day, Jan. 6, and is ready tor sea. 


‘Revence currer service —The U.S. Revenue Cutter 
Woodbury, Capt. Nones, from Baltimore, bound 0) 


-New Orleans, anchored in Hampton Roads on Thurs- 


day atternoon. 

The following jis a list of her officers : 

H. B. Nones, Captain. 

Wm. B. Whi'ehead, Ist Lieut. 

Osmond Peters 2d do 

John Faunce 3d do 

Wm.M. Wilson 4th do 

Passenger, Lieut Wm. C. Pease to join the Rev- 
enue cutter Taney.—Norfolk Herald, Jan. 15. 


Wesr Inpia squapron.—Frigate Macedonian arrived 
at St. Thomas on the 31st December, in 11 days from 
Hampton Roads. 


Fvoriva Exrepition.—Schrs. Wave and Van Buren 


were at Havana, on the Ist January, from Keywest— 


all well. 


Orders have been given to prepare the ship of the line 
Coiumbus, at Boston, for sea, to be ready in the spring. 
Her destination is not known, but believed to be the 
Mediterranean. 

The frigate Congress, lately launched at Portsmouth, 
abt § will also be prepared ior sea as soon as practi- 
cable. 


MARRIAGES. 


See, ee 


In New York, on the 13th inst Passed Midshipman 
JOHN S NEVILLE, of the US navy, to CHAR- 
LOTTE A. daughter of Newron Haves, Esq. 

At Canton, Mass, on the 3d inst, Passed Midshipman 
THEODORE B BARRETT, of the U S navy, to Miss 
ADELAIDE A JORDAN. 

In Biltimore, on the 4th inst., Dr RICHARD 
McSHERRY, jr, late of the US army, to Miss CA- 
THARINE SOMMERVILLE WILSON. 




















DEATHS. 
At Pilatka, E F, on the 3d inst Major DELAFAY 
ETTE WILCOX, of the 5th regiment infantry U. S. 
A, aged about 50 years. 





Deatu or Mason Witcox.—Major D. Wilcox, of the 
sth regivient U. S. infantry, died at Pilatka, Fast Flori- 
la, on the morning of the 34 inst. His remains were 
hrought round to this city on Wednesday last in the 
steamer Circinnati, and deposited in the military buary- 
ing ground, with military and masonic honors. 

Major Wilcox had long been afflicted witha pulmo- 
nary complaint, which a vigorous physicalconstitution, 
aided by a placid and most happy mental temperament 
had for vears enabled him to resist ; and indeed, till re- 
cently, had given hopes to his friends, and all who 
knew him were his friends, that he might finally over- 
come this most fatal and insidious malady. But alas! 
his has been but another melancholy instance of its too 
surely destructive nature. 

Major Wilcox was about fifty years of age, anda 
native of Connecticut. He entered the army from that 
State early in 1812, at the commencement of the three 
years war with Great Britain. ‘Though of reputable 
; family, he was without patronage or support, save 
such as in the army, by his own personal merit, he won 
for himself. But he soon fought his way to distinction, 





‘and was promoted o» the field for his intrepid aid brave 
‘conduct at the hard fought battle of Bridgewater, 
where, in the charge tpon the enemy’s park of ar- 
tillerv, which was captured, he was severely wound- 
ed. He participated in 1813, on the Niagara frontier, 
with uniform credit, in all the arduous and well tought 
| battles that made memorable and glorious to the Ameri- 
‘ean arms, the fearful and bloody campaign of that year. 
He remained in the army fromthattime till his death 
without reproach, and with character and conduct alike 
unim, eached and unimpeachable. He was an honest, 
unassuming man; a kind-hearted and mild gentleman ; 
a humble and pious christian, and a brave and patriotic 
soldier. He now rests in the silent tomb, and will be 
seen no more—but his memory and his virtues will long 
| be cherished, and continue fresh in the recollection of 
| those that knew him. —St Augustine Vews, Jan. 8. 
| At the Planter’s House, St. Louis, on the night of the 
4th of January, Major RICHARI) A. ZANTZIN- 
| GER, of the 2d regiment of artillery, U. S army. 
| He was in attendance there as a member of the Court 
Martial, and had been indi~posed some days before his 
death. His remains were interred at Jefferson Barracks, 
with military honors, on the morning of the 6th. 
At a meeting ofthe General Court-Martial, now in 

in this city, the President, Colonel Comminas, announced 
the death of Major Ricuarp A Zanrzineer, late mem- 
‘ber ; Whereupon it was 
Resolved, That this court have heard with deep 
| sorrow of the death of their companion and friend, the 
late Major Richara A. Zantzinger, of the 2d regiment 
‘of U.S. artillery,—a Soldier whose gallant conduct, 
‘during the late war with Great Britain, was distinguish- 
ed by honorabie fotice of his Government,—a gentle- 
|man whose life has always beer marked by the most 
| scrupulous integrity and honor. 


| Resolved, That in token of respect to the memory 
| of the deceased, the inembers of this Court will wear 
‘the usual badge of military mourning for thirty days.— 
And that the Court do now adjourn until Friday, the 
7th instant, at 10 o’clock A M.—St. Lowis papers. 

On the morning of the 6th inst., the remains of the 
late Major Ricuarn A Zantzinger were conveyed, 
under the escort of a detachment of U S. dragoons, and 
tollowed in carriages by the officers of the army assem- 
bled in this city, to Jefferson Barracks. Upon arriving 
at the barracks, the corpse was received by a company 
tt the Ist regiment of infantry under arms, accompa- 
tied by the military band ofthe post, and borne to the 
srave with military honors. Capt. Lamotte," Ist infan- 
ry, conducted the procession, and the funeral service 
was performed by the Rev. Mr. Hedge, of the Episco- 
al church.—St. Louis Republican, Jan. 7. 


At Sing Sing, N Y, on the 12th inst, at the residence 
! his tather, Mid PHILIP CORTLAND’ VAN 
WYCK, of the U S navy, aged 26 years. 
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